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murderers of Monsieur de la salle became savages
like them, after some of them had killed one
another.® Such, my Reverend Father, are the
precise details of my voyage, of all that I was able to
learn on the way, and of all that I have seen and
noticed and heard here from the Commandant, Mon-
sieur de Bienville, brother of Monsieur d’'Iberville,
who has explored most of this country. I may add
that it is to the willows, and not to the mulberry-
trees, that the silkworms attach themselves when
they spin their cocoons in this country. No settle-
ment could be established in a place where there are
more Mosquitoes than here. There are some nearly
all the year round. To be sure, they gave us a short
truce of 7 or 8 days; but at this very moment They
are stinging me badly. Even in the month of decem-
ber, when one should not be troubled with them,
there was so great a number of them that I
could not write a word; my hands and face were
covered with them, and I was unable to sleep at
night. One eye was so badly stung by them that I
almost lost it. The french at this fort told me that,
after the month of march, these insects came in so
prodigious a number that the air was obscured; and
that they could not distinguish one another at a
distance of ten paces. I remain here until Monsieur
D’Iberville’s arrival, as I Am in some sort obliged to
do, in order to serve as chaplain to the french at this
post, many of whom are Canadians. I have much
to suffer from those Troublesome Flies Up to the
month of may, and still longer, while ascending the
river; for I shall not be able to do so until the
mosquitoes will be So abundant that we shall not be
able to rest at night, or to land in the Daytime to
cook some Indian corn, without being devoured by



